SUNDAY: May 16, 2010
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Gospel reading: John 17:20-26

"l do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word,
that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also
may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory which
you have given me | have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, | in
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know
that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, | de-
sire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where | am, to behold
my glory which you ve given me in your love for me before the foundation of the
world. O righteous Father, the world has not known you, but | have known you; and
these know that you have sent me. | made known to them your name, and | will make it
known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them."

Meditation:

Who is your brother and sister in Christ? On the eve of his sacrifice, when Jesus celebrated
his last supper with his apostles, he prayed for their unity and for the unity of all who would
believe in him and become his disciples. God desires unity for all of his people, for married
couples, families, communities, and churches across every land and nation. Sadly division
and strife is often the result of personal pride, sin, prejudice, and the failure to love, forgive,
and reconcile. That is why prayer is so necessary, both for safeguarding unity and for healing
and restoration wherever unity has been broken.

Questions for Personal Reflection:
How do you know that you are in the Lord?.

Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
Do you think there is a need to be part of a community?.
What do you think are the barriers to building community?.

Prayer

"Lord God, have mercy on your people and heal the divisions in the body of Christ. May

all Christian people throughout the world attain the unity for which Jesus prayed on the eve
of his sacrifice. Renew in us the power of the Spirit that we may be a sign of that unity and a
means of its growth. Increase in us a fervent love for all our brothers and sisters in Christ.”

“Lord Jesus, you came to save us from sin and the power of death. May | always rejoice in
your salvation and trust in your plan for my life.”



